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PPA/109(A) (Revised)

N ARG T R IE 2 R E
Requirements for Places of Public Entertainment Licence

(B Be)
(Theatre)

b7 K R 2 A%

Specifications for Safety Curtain

B KR 2 e 4 0 R BR [ o 5 TN e JEE 2 IR AT A BE (58 A B 0 2 BRI B K IR > AT A
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It shall be robust and rigid construction. Where height limitations preclude the use of a full size
rigid safety curtain, it is permissible to use a safety curtain comprising two rigid, overlapping
sections with a smoke seal where the sections overlap.
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The safety curtain shall consist of non-combustible materials, shall be able to withstand damage
by scenery, properties or falling debris, and be of such strength and stiffness as to resist the
pressure of air likely to be caused by fire in the stage area without such distortion as would cause
its withdrawal from its retaining guides; shall provide adequate seal against the passage of smoke
between the movable curtain and the fixed structure; and shall be able to withstand the effect of
fire for a sufficient period to allow the complete evacuation of the building. The use of roller
type safety curtains is not approved. A typical construction would consist of steel framework
with steel sheeting on the stage side and wire woven non-combustible cloth on the auditorium side.
(This Department would, however, be prepared to accept a covering of 1.6 mm thick hydraulically
flattened sheet iron for the auditorium side of the curtain in lieu of the non-combustible cloth.)
(‘Non-combustible material” means material which is deemed to be non-combustible when tested
in accordance with the provisions of the current edition of British Standard 476: Part 4.)
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The relative weight of the curtain and its counterweight shall be such that, notwithstanding air
pressure on the face of the curtain which may result from a fire, the curtain will descend without

interruption to close the proscenium opening completely within 30 seconds from the operation of
the release mechanism.
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The words SAFETY CURTAIN in plain block letters, and the Chinese characters shall be painted
on the safety curtain. The letters and characters shall be not less than 300 mm high and shall be
in central position in which they can be seen from all parts of the auditorium and not less than 900
mm from the bottom of the safety curtain.
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The curtain and the curtain guides shall be protected by a hand-operated drencher system which
shall be fitted with suitable heads adequate to spray the whole of the stage face of the curtain and
to keep such curtain and guides cool in the event of fire.
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The safety curtain shall be capable of being released automatically by means of fusible link or
other automatic fire detecting system and incorporated with a hand release-gear.
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Hand release-gear, to cause the descent of the curtain and the operation of the curtain-drencher

system, shall be provided in duplicate. One such release shall be on the working side of the stage
and the other in a position outside the stage area readily accessible to firemen or authorized staff.
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