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Health Hazards
Caused
by Scorpions
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All scorpions possess venom
which is injected into the body
of their prey or enemy
through stinging, so that the
prey or enemy is paralysed and
killed. Scorpions rarely sting
people, unless they are
provoked. Most scorpion
stings only produce local
effects, such as pain, numbness
or swelling. Some people may
be allergic to the venom of
some species. Therefore, people
stung by scorpion should seek
medical consultation as soon
as possible.
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Control of
Scorpions

Scorpions glow when illumi-
nated by certain types of ultra-
violet light (e.g. UV light
produced by a blacklight).
Equipping with a tool that
emits such light enables us to
detect the presence of scorpi-
ons more easily.

Scorpions are difficult to con-
trol with pesticide alone.
When scorpion infestation is
detected outdoors, the first
and most important step in
control is to eliminate the
habitat of scorpion. The
following environmental
modifications have to be

carried out duly when appli-
cable:
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Remove all trash, logs, boards, stones, bricks and
other disused objects from around the premises;
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Repair cracks and crevices on walls
and floors with cement;
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Keep grass closely mowed near the
premises;
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Trim bushes and overhanging
tree branches away from
the house as tree
branches can provide

a path to the premises
for scorpions;
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Do not bring pieces of wood inside the premises
unless each of them has been thoroughly examined;
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Install metal or rubber stripes
around loose fitting doors and
windows;
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Plug weep holes and drain holes
with metal wire netting; and |
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Keep window screens in good repair. Make sure
they fit tightly in the window frame.
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Professional pest control operator should be appointed when the
application of pesticides for the control of scorpion is needed.
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Safety
Precautions

To avoid being stung by
scorpions during carrying out
environmental modification work
or handling articles suspected
to be infested with scorpion,
people should wear strong
protective rubber gloves and
put on shoes. Long tongs (at
least 40cm) should be used for
collecting/handling live or dead
scorpions.  Live  scorpions
collected could be drowned with
water. Small articles suspected
to be infested with scorpion
may be shaken over a basin of
water so that any scorpion
present would fall into the
water. The water is preferably
added with sodium hypochlorite
or general household bleach in
the ratio of 1:99.
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