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Rodent Proofing Measures
in Food Premises
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In order to prevent rodent infestation, the premises must
be kept clean and tidy. Food remnants should be cleared
every night and accumulation of articles should be avoided.

Also, articles stored in the premises should be moved regularly to prevent

rodents from harbouring inside. Moreover, the following rodent
roofing measures should be adopted:
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Lower the threshold clearance of doors to not more than
6 mm or install thresholds, and affix metal kicking plates

of at least 30 cm high to the lower edges of doors and |
door frames. T !L ‘L -
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Install wire meshes with apertures not wider than 6 mm to screen
exhaust fans and ventilation louvers.
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Use cement to repair all defective floors and walls, and properly seal
the openings left in the walls after the installation of pipes.
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Install gratings with apertures not wider than 6 mm or plug barbed
wire balls at the openings of pipes.
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Avoid installing false ceilings in food preparation or storage areas to
eliminate rodent harbourage.
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Do not prepare food or clean dining wares in
rear lanes to reduce food sources for rodents.
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® Store garbage in plastic bins with well-fitted

covers.
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Appoint a pest control company to disinfest the premises

if there is rodent infestation. Do not fry to catch rodents
yourself fo avoid contracting rodent-borne diseases.
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Eliminate Rodent Nuisance Take Preventive Measures
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Under the Food Business Regulation, a person engaged in any food
business shall be guilty of an offence if he knowingly suffers or permits
in any food premises, the presence of rats and mice. The penalty is
$10,000, imprisonment for 3 months and a daily fine of $300.
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Rodent Problems in Food Premises
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| Food premises, if not managed properly,
‘ provide rodents with food and
| harbourage. Improper handling of food and
| food remnants, accumulation of articles or
I} presence of structural defects can render the
~ premises susceptible to rodent infestation if
rodent proofing measures are not adopted.
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Types and Characteristics of Rodents
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Rodents are social animals with a very high reproduction rate. An adult
female rat can give birth to about 50 baby rats a year. They are good
at swimming and climbing. Rodents commonly found in Hong Kong
include Rattus norvegicus (sewer rat), Rattus rattus (black rat), and
Mus musculus (house mouse).
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Hazards Caused by Rodents

Transmission of Diseases
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Rodents can transmit directly or indirectly to humans
diseases such as plague, leptospirosis, scrub typhus, urban typhus
and hantaviral infection.
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Contamination of Food
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Living in dirty environment, rodents are prone to
carry pathogens. Contamination of food
and drinking water by them in food premises
can causefood poisoning and infectious
diseases to customers.
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Loss of Property
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Rodents cause economic loss by gnawing fittings and household
furniture. They may also bite electric wires or cables, causing fire due
fo short-circuiting. Besides, they may gnaw and damage telephone
wires and computer cables.
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Rodents may attack people when
they are frightened.
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\ Signs of Rodent Infestation
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Apart from finding rodents around the premises, other signs of rodent
infestation include rodent droppings, rat holes, runways, gnawing marks,
footmarks or smears.





