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Mosquito Prevention in Septic Tank
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Septic tank is commonly used for wastewater disposal for village houses in areas
where no communal sewer is available. Wastewater is retained in the tank for
breaking down by bacteria and separation into three layers, namely the scum on the
top, the sludge at the bottom, and the main body of liquid which is then discharged
from the septic tank.
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The liquid in the tank can provide a breeding place for mosquitoes if the tank has
not been properly designed and maintained. To prevent mosquito breeding in the
tank, one should inspect the tank at least quarterly to ensure that:
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Mosquito screens have been installed at the vent pipes and other openings of the
tank as appropriate to prevent mosquito from flying into the tank (screens with
30-40 meshes per square cm will keep out most mosquitoes);
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Manhole covers of the tank have been sealed up with water repellent grease;
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All damaged parts, including manhole covers and mosquito screens of the tank
have been repaired promptly;
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The sludge has been cleared as appropriate to prevent overflowing and flooding;
and
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All defective ground surfaces near the septic tank have been levelled to avoid
accumulation of stagnant water.
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Do not apply oil or chemicals including pesticides into the septic tank. Oil will clog
up the pores in the soil around the soakaway pit and block the discharge of effluent.
Chemicals may kill the bacteria naturally present in the septic tank and the soil.
These bacteria help decompose the polluting matter in the liquid.
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Please seek advice on the maintenance of septic tank from experts when necessary.
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