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Integrated Pest Management (IPM) approach should be
adopted to tackle rodent infestation. It is of paramount
importance to enhance environmental hygiene by adopting
a three-pronged approach to eliminate the three survival
conditions of rodents, namely food, harbourage and
passage, meaning the elimination of food sources and
hiding places of rodents, as well as blockage of their dispersal
routes. Effectiveness of rodent control could be further
enhanced through the implementation of appropriate rodent
proofing measures and the use of direct rodent control when
necessary.
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and
are the common methods of direct rodent control.
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Only use rodenticides that have been approved by Agriculture, Fisheries
and Conservation Department / registered in Hong Kong. Strictly follow
the product label instructions and also the application method as well as
precautionary measures provided by the manufacturer to prevent risking
humans and other non-target animals. The registered rodenticides that
are commonly used in Hong Kong are mostly slow-acting anticoagulant
rodenticides. There are different formulations of rodenticides available in
the market, which can be chosen for use according to different situations.
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If there is a risk of direct or secondary poisoning
by rodenticide, it is necessary to first adopt
a non-toxic rodent control strategy before
considering the use of rodenticides. If it

is unavoidable to use rodenticide, careful
planning of the application strategy and safety
measures must be implemented; for example,
the use of lockable and tamper-resistant bait
stations can increase safety.
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Rodent trapping devices (e.g. cage traps, break-back traps / snap traps,
glue traps) could be considered for use in situations where the use of
rodenticides is undesirable. Place the baited traps along the runway of
rodent or in areas where rodent sign / activity is detected, and clearly
record the location of each trapping device, which should be checked
once or twice daily. If non-target animal is accidentally captured by the
trapping device, release the animal at a safe location. If the captured
non-target animal is / or suspected to be injured, contact Society for
the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (SPCA) at their emergency hotline
2711 1000 for assistance.
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Cage traps should be baited and set on the first day that
they are laid.
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Cage traps should be placed on rodent runway with their
opening (door) facing towards the wall / vertical surface in
adjacent to rodent runway.
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In general, wire cage traps found in the
local markets are not designed for
trapping mice.
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Break-back traps / Snap traps are lethal traps
that can provide instant kill of rodents. For ideal results:
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Break-back traps / Snap traps for rats should be baited

daily but trigger should only be set after the first few
days of baiting;
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Break-back traps / Snap traps for mice should always be
baited with their trigger set on the first day that they
are laid. As recently weaned mice are extremely light in
weight, it is important to set these traps carefully and
precisely so that their least touch on the treadle can still
trigger the trap; and
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When human or non-target animals may present in the
place where break-back traps / snap traps are laid, all
traps should be put in tamper-resistant stations and the
stations should be firmly anchored by screws or cable
ties / wires.
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When encountering heavy rodent infestation where other
rodent control methods could not achieve satisfactory
results, glue traps may be considered as a supplementary
tool of the rodent control programme.
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Points to note when using glue traps:
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They should not be set outdoor or in areas with possible
activities of other non-target animals (e.g. birds, cats,
reptiles, etc.);
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If necessary, consider enclosing the glue trap in a
lockable, tamper-resistant rodent bait station

or dedicated rodent glue trap /

tunnel to avoid catching non- —
target animals;
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Frequent inspections should be arranged to each glue
trap (internationally recommended inspection interval
ranges from hourly to every 12-hour) to facilitate prompt
collection of any trapped rodents, which should then be
killed in a humane way and be disposed of properly; and
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The use of glue traps should be suspended as soon as
the situation of rodent infestation is alleviated.
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It is important to note that regardless of using cage traps,
break-back traps / snap traps or glue traps, they should remain in the
same position for at least five days. If no rodents are captured during the

period, try relocating them to other positions, but avoid changing their
placement every day.
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